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Class of the Month: Kindergarten
By: Esther H. and Lilly W.

Hola, Cougars! Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year! The Class of
the Month for September is Kindergarten! Mrs. Moormann says that some of
her favorite hobbies are watching sports, cooking, and going for walks. Her
first job was actually as a lifeguard. When we asked her what her favorite
Starbucks was, her response was, “Diet Coke. Does that count?” Shoutout
to the wonderful kindergarten class… and maybe get Mrs. Moormann a Diet
Coke as a treat.

Student of the month: Jackson S.
By: Edward P. and Jude Z.

Jackson is a new student to the Word of Life school family, but he is fitting in perfectly. He
is a 5 year old kindergartener. His favorite activity in school is craft time and recess!  His favorite
TV show is Octonauts. His favorite sport is basketball. His favorite place to go is to travel on a
plane and his favorite food is watermelon.

Employee of the month: Mrs. Davis
By: Edward P. and Jude Z.

Mrs. Davis has worked at Word Of Life for 6 ½  years.
She is the Office Administrator and always has a smile on her face.
She continues to do a wonderful job! We are so blessed to have her at WOL.
Questions we asked her and her answers:
Favorite color: Burgundy Favorite food: Vanilla Ice Cream
If you could go anywhere where would you go: California
What is your favorite vacation you have gone on: Going to DisneyLand
What is your favorite sport to watch: Track and field or Volleyball
What would you sing at karaoke night: La Bamba
Would you rather go to Hawaii or Alaska: Hawaii, “It’s the beach and it is warm.”
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Sports
A-team Volleyball
By: Lydia G. and Sammy P.

A- team volleyball team

The A-team girls volleyball team had their first
game on September 8th against Salem Affton. A-team
lost the first set, 23-25, and made an amazing
comeback in the second game winning 25-23. The last
set was played to 15 and once again, it was neck and
neck, but in the end A-team won 15 to 13. The scores
for the second match, at Child of God Lutheran School,
were 24-26, 25-20, and 25-16. The first set against St.
Paul Des Peres was a struggle and we lost 7-25, and
although WOL lost the second set, we made an
amazing comeback, bringing the end score to 21 to 25.
The CCLS game was a breeze and they won the first
two sets 25-5 and 25-11. Then the A-team played a
final set for fun and won 15-9. All in all, the girls A-team
is doing very well with a winning record of 3-1. Stay
tuned for updates about the second half of the season.

The Volleyball Car Wash
Fundraiser
By: Lydia G.

On August 27th, at 9:00am, the girls from both
the A and B volleyball teams met at St. Lucas for the
volleyball car wash fundraiser. Supervised by Coach
Maxfield and Coach Schlesselman, these girls washed
cars for three hours and made close to $700! Many
Word of Life family members and staff came to have
their cars washed in support of the teams. Overall, the
fundraiser was a great success.

B-team Volleyball
By: Sammy P.

B-team volleyball team

Girls B-Team volleyball team had their first
game before A-Team on September 8th against Salem
Affton. The B-team played with great effort! They got
many serves over the net, going 25-16 in the first set.
Sadly, they lost the game, but they surely didn’t lose
spirit! They had tons of energy going into the match
against Child of God and they won! St. Paul was a hard
team to beat, but the girls did great, from their passing
to talking. CCLS was also a tough team, but the
Cougars prevailed! They won 25-21 and 25-20. For
their last game in September, the B-team played
Immanuel Olivette and played with enthusiasm and
amazing effort. They won the first set 25-21, but
unfortunately lost the match with scores of 20-25 and
8-15 for the last two sets. They’ve had a great season
so far with a record of 2-3, and it looks like it's only
getting better!

Cross Country
By: Johnny B. and Noah M.

Hello, Word of Life Cougars! It is time for the
cross country article of the month. Leading Cross
Country are coaches, Mr. and Mrs. Maichel, and Mr.
Willis. Cross country practice starts at 3:15 and ends at
4:15 on Mondays and Wednesdays. Once everyone is
ready and has filled their water bottles all the runners
as a whole group usually head to the park to warm up.
Once warm ups are complete, the grades separate
Kindergarten-4th and 5th-8th and cross country
practice officially starts. Cross country has had three
meets at Lutheran High St. Charles, Lutheran South
and St. Paul Des Peres and everyone has done well in
them. Thank you for joining us in this month’s cross
country article.



Restaurant Review
By: Sammy P.

Hey, Cougars! This month's
restaurant under “very official” review is the
Napoli restaurant chain. Napoli first opened in
1989, and since then they have opened two
more restaurants, a cafe, and a bar. Each

menu differs depending on the Napoli you're at, but at
Napoli III the menu is only one page (not including the
fun juice section). Most of their menu consists of fancy
meals with complicated names that nobody knows how
to say. For example, I ordered Agnolotti Cacio e Pepe
(an-yo-latie with ca-chi-o E pe-pay), and I would
definitely recommend it to anyone eating there. The
menu offers other items like steak, seafood, and other
types of pasta. If you’re ever up in Saint Charles, try it
out!

Board Game Review
By: Chloe J.

This month's Board Game Review is on
The Game of Life! In this game, someone
can make real life decisions like if they

want to go to college, get married, and even when they
want to retire! This game can take anywhere from 15 to
30 minutes to finish, and with enough people maybe
even an hour! This game is fun for the whole family,
and even more fun if you win! It is sold all over the
place, Amazon, Target, and many more! See you next
month, Cougars!

Character Review: Pikachu
By: Chloe J. and Noah M.

This month’s character of the month
is….. Pikachu! Pikachu is the yellow mouse
Pokemon who travels around with his
companion Ash, having lots of adventures

and making a lot of new friends. He is currently running
around with two boys, Ash and Go. Pikachu also stars
in a Pokemon TV show on Netflix. You also might be
able to find him in a pack of Pokemon cards! Make
sure to tune in next month for another character review.

TV Show Review
By: Chloe J. & Noah M.

Welcome to the monthly TV show
review! This month we’re reviewing the
show Gravity Falls. This show has two
seasons of awesomeness. It starts with
the main characters, twins Dipper (right)
and Mable (left), on their way to Gravity
Falls, Oregon to spend the summer with

their Grunkle Stan (back left). Stan runs a tourist trap
called the Mystery Shack. That's where Dipper and
Mable spend the summer discovering the mysteries
and magic of Gravity Falls, like gnomes, zombies, and
time travelers. At the end of the show, Dipper, Mable,
Stan and lots of their friends are faced with the biggest
challenge yet, Bill Cypher. After many confusing twists
and turns, they fight Bill. Do they win? Watch this show
to find out!

Movie Review
By: Chloe J. & Noah M.

This month's movie review is the
Phantom Menace! This is the first
movie in the Star Wars storyline. The
movie starts with Qui-Gon Jinn and his
padawan (student) Obi-Wan Kenobi,
both of which are Jedi, on a mission to
save Queen Amidala, queen of the
planet Naboo, from the Trade
Federation. After rescuing the queen,

the Jedi make a pit stop at Tatooine, and they save a
child named Anakin Skywalker from slavery. After a
long journey, they land in Naboo and run off to duel
Darth Maul, the bad guy. Qui-Gon gets badly wounded,
but he doesn’t die quite yet. To find out what happens
next, watch Phantom Menace. We hope you enjoyed
this month's movie review and we’ll see you next
month!
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Video Game Review:
Marvel’s Spider Man
By: Gavin M.

This month's video game is Marvel’s
Spider Man for the PS4. In this game,
you play, unsurprisingly, Spider-Man,
but occasionally you will play as MJ or
Miles Morales. In the beginning of the
game, you defeat Wilson Fisk, the

Kingpin, but soon after a new villain emerges. The
Demons, people with demon masks and strange
powers, start terrorizing New York, but does
Spider-Man have what it takes to save the city?
Complete missions and discover who the Demons are,
who their boss is, and why they are attacking. But they
aren’t the only villains in New York… if you want to find
out the rest of the story, you have to play the game
yourself.

Middle School Book Review:
Mysterious Benedict Society
By: Edward P.

The Mysterious Benedict Society is a
book full of excitement, mystery, and nerdy
stuff. Jude Z. states, “It truly is a constant
page turner.” Four kids, Reynold Muldoon,
Sticky Washington, Kate, and Constance, get
to take a special test, and then, their life

changes. Read The Mysterious Benedict Society by
Trenton Lee Stewart to find out more.

Poem of the Month: Fall
By: Lilly W.

The leaves change and pumpkins begin to grow
while the days start to slow

The temperature drops and the jackets come out
Go outside and we can play and shout
Because it's the start of fall, so stand tall
For Halloween is around the corner

MLB Baseball Team of the
Month: Texas Rangers
By: Edward P. and Jude Z.

The Texas Rangers started out as
the Washington Senators in 1961-1971.
They moved to Texas in 1972 because
George W. Bush bought them out and
moved them to where they currently play in
Globe Life Park, (formerly known as The Ballpark in
Arlington) in Dallas, Texas. They have never won a
World Series, but the Rangers in their time, have had
many Hall of Famers like Nolan Ryan, Adrian Beltre,
Josh Hamilton, and Johnny Oates.

Theme verse of the month
By: Lydia G.

1 Thessalonians 5:11
¨Therefore encourage one another and build each

other up, just as in fact you are doing.¨

This month's theme verse, 1 Thessalonians
5:11, was written by the apostle Paul to the persecuted
Christians in Thessalonica, a prosperous Greek port
city on the Aegean Sea. Paul wrote this letter while he
was in Corinth, traveling on his second missionary
journey. He reminds them not to despair, or let fellow
Christians despair, but always remember that they
have hope in Jesus Christ who will come again to
rescue us from our sin. Therefore, we should focus on
helping fellow believers, and those who have yet to
believe, so that they may enjoy the same salvation we
have received. This is the example Jesus set for us
during his ministry and death, by teaching and healing
those around him, and ultimately, sacrificing himself for
all the sinful humans in this world. All in all, this verse
offers exceptional words of encouragement and advice
for not only the Thessalonians, but also for us.
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History of… Pizza
By: Lilly W.

Did you know pizza was invented in the
1600s? Well, it was! It originated in Greece and
was considered a super cheap food. Pizza

started out as just flatbread with toppings, and changed
to what we know as pizza today. In the 18th century,
pizza was eaten as a breakfast food rather than as
lunch or dinner item. Many food critics back then
deeply disliked pizza and considered it gross and
disgusting. All that changed when King Umbarto I,
gave his approval. Pizza became very popular because
immigrants who traveled to the US brought pizza with
them. That is the history of pizza, but don’t go yet! I
have a fun fact about pizza:☺About three billion pieces
of pizza are sold each year.☺

Animal of the Month
Madagascar Hissing Cockroach
By: Johnny B. and Ike C.

The Madagascar hissing cockroach is a species
of cockroach that is larger than the normal cockroach,
reaching the size of 2-3.5 inches in length. This type of
cockroach hisses out of its abdomen from little holes
called spiracles. These animals are nocturnal, which
means they are most active at night, and sleep during
the day. Originating from Madagascar, they prefer
warm weather and moist conditions.

Madagascar hissing cockroaches' favorite food
is carrots. If you did not know, cockroaches live in large
colonies just like the Madagascar hissing cockroach,
and live up to 18 months.

Madagascar hissing cockroaches are most
commonly found as pets, and in different countries, are
food. Male Madagascar hissing cockroaches have
horns on their head, which they use in battle against
other cockroaches. On the other hand, female
cockroaches have little bumps.
https://www.oregonzoo.org/discover/animals/madagascar-hissing-cockroach#:~:text=Hissing
%20cockroaches%20live%20in%20large,it%20makes%20the%20hissing%20sound

Endangered Species of the
Month: Saola
By: Lily F.

The Saola is one of the rarest large animals in
the world. The Saola (pronounced Sow-la) is often
referred to as the Asian unicorn and the spindle horn. It
was first discovered in May of 1992, in eastern Asia.
This critically endangered species has only been
recorded in the wild four times, so scientists estimate
that the population can be anywhere from a couple
hundred at most to a few dozen at least. Since the
Saola were only discovered two decades ago, little is
known about them other than that they are cousins to
cattle and have horns that can grow up to twenty
inches. The Saola’s endangerment is due to  loss of
habitat and being caught in traps set for other animals.
Currently, World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is working to
create protected areas to shield the Saola from hunters
and deforestation along with researching to learn more
about these mysterious animals.
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/saola#:~:text=The%20saola%20was%
20discovered%20in,knew%20it%20was%20something%20extraordinary.

Cougar Contest
By: Esther H. and Lilly W.

Hey, Cougars!!! This month’s contest will have
ten winners! The prize will be a dress down pass.
There will be post-it-notes around the school with a
grade range at the bottom. If you find your grade
range’s note, solve the riddle on the note and bring the
note and your answer to Lilly W. or Esther H. in 8th
grade. You can only do one! And remember, you can
have your teacher read it to you if needed.
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Preschool News
By: Jude Z.

The preschoolers have been working hard the
first month of school. Some have been here in Mrs.
Bolling's class and some are new to our school.  They
are doing great with the routines and expectations of
preschool.  This month, they learned about their
awesome bodies God made. They learned they are
unique!  They also learned about their senses. They
learned about their community and different types of
transportation.  They made houses with recycled
materials and even had the Big Bad Wolf visit to see if
he could blow the houses down.

Hazel and Daniel are proud of their house.

Isabelle and Noah playing with shapes.

Beatrice and Isabelle playing with pom-pom balls.

St. Louis Attractions:
By: Lily F.

This month's attraction is the Missouri Botanical
Gardens. This specific location was named one of the
top three locations in the world. Near the end of
August, they reopened the main building after
completely remodeling and redesigning it. The new
building was completely raised and redone.
The gift shop has all-new merchandise, and the blue
and white chandelier now hangs in the center of the
Climatron. Although it is impressive, it's not finished.
The front entrance of the garden has not yet been
planted. The garden itself contains hundreds,
if not thousands of different plants from a multitude of
countries. One of its biggest attractions is the
Japanese garden. The Japanese garden takes up 14
of the total 79 acres that make up the garden,
establishing it as one of the biggest Japanese strolling
gardens in North America. You can buy food in the
visitors center to feed the koi fish that live in the
garden, but the garden isn't just about koi fish. The
Climatron Conservatory, a giant glass dome, holds an
outstanding tropical forest inside. The garden also
contains a number of historical homes and artifacts that
can't fit in this article, but you can experience them
yourself by going to the wonderful Botanical Garden.
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/media/fact-pages/overview#:~:text=The%20G
arden's%2079%20acres%20of,strolling%20gardens%20in%20North%20America.

Guess the Celebrity
By: Chloe J. & Sammy P.

Clues
- A member of the band,

Queen
- He died in 1991.
- Best known for the

songs, Bohemian
Rhapsody, We are the
Champions, and We Will Rock You

- Born September 5, 1946

6

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/media/fact-pages/overview#:~:text=The%20Garden's%2079%20acres%20of,strolling%20gardens%20in%20North%20America
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/media/fact-pages/overview#:~:text=The%20Garden's%2079%20acres%20of,strolling%20gardens%20in%20North%20America


Cougar Survey
By: Sammy P. & Lydia G.

Hey Cougars! This month's question was,
“What’s your favorite color of hoodie/jacket?”  The
results are in and it came back as:
Blue: 55
Red: 30
Black: 30
Gray: 15
White: 12

It seems like most of the school’s favorite color is blue,
with a big jump from the color red and the color black.
See you next month, Cougars!

Monthly Continuation of Bing
Bong and George M.
Pondwater
By: Esther H. and Lilly W.

There once was a dog named Bing Bong
(Bing.) He was small, black, and gray, with floppy ears.
He was a sophisticated dog; he was objectively very
adorable. He had a cute face, fluffy fur, and an
entertaining personality.

One day, his owner traveled in the car with
Bing. Bing was shaking with nervousness, but then he
realized they were going for a hike. While the two were
hiking, the owner, Lester, tripped on a log and cried out
from the pain! Bing Bong was very worried. Bing Bong,
with much worry, picks up Lester and makes the
treacherous hike back to the car in the sun-setting
woods. Bing didn’t know how he did this, what with his
size and all, but he had no time to worry about that, he
had to get his owner to the hospital.

When they returned to the car, there was a
green frog perched on the hood. A pipe sat in his
mouth and a tophat perched perfectly on his head.
“Not something you see every day, eh? Need any
help, buckaroo?”

Read next month’s article to see what happens
next in the exciting tale of Bing Bong and George
M. Pondwater!

Fun Headline of the Month:
By: Edward P.

Constipated Scorpions, Love at
First Sight

Birthdays
Gram T. 8/4 Amelia W. 8/24 Nora S. 9/7
Louie W. 8/7 Finnegan T. 8/26 Zane N. 9/9
Timothy M. 8/8 Sylvia H. 8/31 Christina M. 9/11
Wiliam D. 8/8 Robbie M. 9/1 Natalie F. 9/13
Zachary R. 8/10 Khloe M. 9/2 Cassidy C. 9/14
Avery L. 8/12 Miles M. 9/2 Skylar L. 9/15
John D. 8/12 Lily D. 9/2 Lawerence H. 9/18
Nora S. 8/21 Linus J. 9/2 Titus G. 9/19
Julian R. 8/21 Liam L. 9/3 Cecil G. 9/20
Miyanda K.  8/21 Chali E. 9/5 Evangeline F. 9/20
Samuel A. 8/24 Charlotte E. 9/5 Brendan B. 9/28

Baptismal birthdays
Parker H. 8/1 Thomas M. 9/1
Aiden G. 8/10 Diana L.  9/3
Chloe J. 8/10 Fiona H. 9/4
Harold L. 8/12 Sam A. 9/5
Thomas M. 8/15 Esther I. 9/6
John D. 8/19 Elyse G. 9/6
Gus S. 8/21 Everett D. 9/8
Ella H. 8/25 Lisa V. 9/9
Luci P. 8/26 Declan M. 9/15

Graham H. 9/16
Daniel M. 9/17
Christina M. 9/2
John B. 9/20
Titus G. 9/26
Peighton G. 9/28
Cecil G. 9/30
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Comics
By: Gavin M.
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